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flap, wo lmv8 always to fear, when it is made bolow, that tho resulting cicatrix 
may intercept some of tho luminouB.rnys. When made at tho uppor part, a 
portion of tho iris might chanco to become engaged in. tho wound, and the 
pupil might then bo drawn up beneath tho upper lid. Seeing, too, tho difficulty 
of operating upon tho inner side, M.Warloinont recommends that tho excision 
Bhould bo mndo externally, as any cicatrix or traction of tho pupil that might 
result would prove thcro of comparatively little consequence.—if. it F. Med.- 
Chirnrg. Jtev., Oct. 1855, from Annalcs d* Oculist ique, t. xxxiv. 


MIDWIFERY. 

38. Modifications of the Uterus al the Menstrual Epoch. —1. M. Ch.Judee relates 
the appearances found on post-mortem examination of tho bodies of three women 
who died about tho epoch of monstruation. Ilis observations are of £reat in* 
tcrest, and as it is of importance to collect facts of this nature, wo givo them 
in detail. Case 1, was that of a young woman who died of acute delirium, on 
July 17, 1853, in the Salpetrifere. A few drops of blood lmd escaped from the 
vagina tho night before sho died. The body of tho uterus was voluminous; its 
walls thickened. On the whole internal surface was seen a layer of gelatinous 
appearance and consistency, of about two millimetres in thickness. The colour 
of this was light red ; it ceased abruptly at the upper orifice of tho neck. The 
interior of the neck was of a yollowish colour ;.it appeared to have undergone 
no modification under tho influence of monstruation. Tho os tineas wn3 swollen, 
bo as to narrow the orifice; its colour of a deep bluo: fioino spots were black 
like lung struck with apoplexy. On squeezing it, droplets of blood oozed out. 
On section (longitudinal) of the organ, tho tissue of tho body, ami of the neck 
was found to ho normal; at tho level of tho lips of the os uteri this appearance 
vanished, and was replaced by a kind of rnngmn, containing in its interior traces 
of fibres, presenting much the aspect of pulmonary apoplexy. 

Appendages of the Uterus .—-The right ligament exhibited marked congestion, 
and a beautiful capillary network. The same injection was seen on the outside 
of the Fallopian tube; the inside was in the samo condition, especially near 
the utcrino end. Tho kind of memhrano, of light red, described in tho uterine 
cavity, existed also near this point, and was thick enough to nearly close the 
tube. (Owing, we presume, to a printer’s error in tho original, wo nro unable 
to refer the following appearances to the proper ovary—both are called loft.) 
On the external surfaco was a prom in once tho size of a cherry, of a deepish 
black, surrounded by a red areola, fading away in intensity. On ono of its 
Bides was a hole, admitting a probe. On dividing the ovary, thoro wero seen, 
besides numerous scars, four bodies, of various shapes. The deepest, of the 
aizo of a hemp-seed, looked like a whito membrane folded many times on itself. 
The next, somewhat bigger, was principally formed by fibres, crossed in all 
directions, colour bluish. Tho third was nearly superficial, bigger than cither 
of tho preceding, its colour deep red. Tho fourth was the biggest of nil, and 
equal to one-third tho bulk of the entire organ. It was immediately in.appo¬ 
sition with tho fibrous envelopo of tho ovary. It was formed of two .distinct 
parts: ono external, of irregular form, toothed throughout its interior, and of 
a deep red colour: then there was a membrane investing all tho toothings, and 
serving as a pouch, for a clot of a colour much less deep than tho most exter¬ 
nal ono. It cannot be doubted that these two lattor wero corpora lutea. 

Case 2. A woman entered the Snlpetrlfcro on January 27, 1854, and died on 
the Gth of February following ; sbo was seized with delirium, thon a few days 
afterwards the menses appeared, and did not cense to flow till six days before 
death. 

The uterus appeared more voluminous than usual. Its internal surfaco was 
lined by a kind of membrane, thick and hard, of a deop brown-red. This could 
be easily raised off by tho linndlo of tho scalpel; it disappeared at tho level of 
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the neck. The 08 tincio was dark red, soft, and easily laccrable. Tlio loft 
Fallopian tube was congested; tho left ovary tho same; it contained a corpus 
lutcura filled with coagulated blood, of tho sizo of a nut, and on its surfaco a 

*™Case 3. A woman, aged 23, entered tho 115tel Dieu on August 6, and died 
the same day. Sho had hanged herself. 

Tho uterus seemed increased in volumo. The cavity was larger than in tho 
physiological stato ; it was lined by a soft, reddish membrnne, of five or six 
piillioietrcs' thickness, easy to remove by scraping with tho hnndlc of the scat- 
pel. Examined by a lens, it presented tho appearance of a very full and beau¬ 
tiful capillary network,inclosed in a membrano like a mucous membrane. This 
membrane was continued into the Fallopian tubes, but ceased at tho orifice of 
the os internum uteri. Tho os tinea), on the other band, was strongly congested, 
and resembled, in aspect, an apoplectic lung. Tho right ovary, which was very 
large, contained a corpus luteum of tho size of an almond, showing a scar yet 
imperfectly closed. 

M. Jud6o enunciates tho following conclusions:— 

1, Tho blood which escapes by tho vagina at tho menstrual epoch, proceeds 
neither from tho cavity of tho uterus nor from that of the cervix. 

2. It proceeds entirely from tho lips of tho cervix, which nro strongly con¬ 
gested at that time.—-if. & F. Med.-Chinny. Rev., Oct. 1855, from Rev. Med. 
Chiriirg., April, 1855. 


39. On the Condition of the Neck of the Uterus during Pregnancy ,—Such is tho 
title of a memoir read by M. Cazcau boforo the Soci6t6 do Chirurgio, and 
upon which M. Laborio has drawn up a report, with an interest and labour 
seldom bestowed upon this task in the learned societies of the continent. 

The neck of tho uterus, in tho pregnant female, has often been subjected to 
examination, as far as that can be mado by touch alone; but it is only of 
recent date that another method of investigation, in this respect, lms been 
afforded, in tho employment of tho speculum vaginae, and it is the results 
obtained from researches by means of this instrument, that M. Cazeau de¬ 
scribes. According to these observations, bo states that, in primipara) as well 
a 3 in multipara), tho vaginal portion of tho neck of the uterus is of a dark red 
colour (Ii6-dc-vin), and, in primipara), its wliolo surface presents a smooth 
appearance. Tho os uteri, of which tho lips are very soft, is in general moro 
or less rounded, and of ft larger sizo than in the unimpregnated condition. 
The free portion of the neck in ft very few cases exhibits ulceratiQns, mid moro 
frequently granulations of a cherry red colour, and bleeding easily. Among 
tho multipart*) the neck is larger; tho opening is divided into different portions; 
it is largo, and the interior of it admits of being examined. The walls of this 
part of the organ are irregular, and present.ft number of fungous elevations 
which bleed readily, in tho hollows between which arc occasionally observed 
ulcerations of a linear shape, and moro or less dcop. M. Cazeau regards tbeso 
ulcerations as of little importance, and disapproves of any treatment for their 
removal. 

MM. Boys do Loury, Costillies, and Coffin, consider the nlcorations of tho 
first period of pregnancy as having a marked influence in the production of 
abortions. 

Admitting so far this opinion, M. Cazeau rejects it in its application to tho 
ulcerations of tho last months of utcro-gestation ; and, according to this viow, 
he proposes that no treatment should ho adopted in tho latter cases. Thus, 
with tho exception of specific ulcers, M. Cazeau considers that tho others 
should not bo interfered with; and, unless an excessive tendency to spread 
were manifested, no local means of treatment should bo employed. 

Wo givo a resume of tho interesting discussion in tho society. 

M. Gosselin does not consider ulceration of the neck of the pregnant uterus 
bo frequent ns M. Cazeau ; nor docs he think that it exerts any unfavourable 
iofluenco on tho progress of gestation. If such an opinion has been advanced, 
it probably aroso from exclusively attending to ulcerations, and overlooking 
other morbid conditions existing during pregnancy, and which arc the truo 



